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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Transcript of ZOOM Service 27the June 2021 
Ed 27.06.21 

 

Introduction and Prayer – Martin 
I am very sorry that computer problems cut me off this morning.  I lost my internet 
connection.  I am very grateful to Kathryn for completing the service.  I leave you to judge 

whether it might have been divine intervention!  Martin. 
…………………….. 

Good morning, wherever you are.  We are not gathered in the same building, though we hope 
to be next Sunday.  We know that, as we worship together, from where we are, God can hear 
us all. 

Today we read how Jesus Gives Life to a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman 
 

A Prayer: 
As we remember this morning how Jesus removed the barriers between God and us, 
may the power of the Spirit enable us to tear down the artificial and human-made barriers 

that stop us from living and loving in accordance with his will.  Amen. 
 

Hymn Lord for the years 
 
Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

 
In life we are in grace. 

In every moment and in every place we live in the web of Divinity of which we are made. 
Inexhaustible Unity, 

your origin is our origin, we are an outpouring of your grace. 
 
Therefore, as we begin this day, 

we leave behind our fears and concerns and place our complete trust in you. 
We rest in your never-ending embrace; 

we merge our spirits with your spirit, and with one another, 
in the mystical delight in our world. 
We call forth from within ourselves the Spirit of the Christ within, 

the Spirit of forgiveness and unconditional compassion. 
Help us to live as you live, without the need for justification; 

to live life as an end and not as a means, 
and to find within ourselves Christ’s empathy, 
resurrected and incarnate in this place and time, 

so that today, unreservedly, we may offer the kindness of Christ to one another, 
and extend his care and compassion 

to every person we meet. 
We ask in the name of Jesus Christ, in whose words we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
 
Reading: Olivia is going to read for us today. 

 
Mark 5: 21-43: (NCV): A Dying Girl and a Sick Woman 
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When Jesus went in the boat back to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered 
around him there.  A leader of the synagogue, named Jairus, came there, saw Jesus, and fell 
at his feet.  He begged Jesus, saying again and again, “My daughter is dying.  Please come 

and put your hands on her so she will be healed and will live.”  So Jesus went with him. 
 

A large crowd followed Jesus and pushed very close around him.  Among them was a woman 
who had been bleeding for twelve years.  She had suffered very much from many doctors and 
had spent all the money she had, but instead of improving, she was getting worse.  When the 

woman heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his coat.  She 
thought, “If I can just touch his clothes, I will be healed.”  Instantly her bleeding stopped, 

and she felt in her body that she was healed from her disease. 
 

At once Jesus felt power go out from him.  So he turned around in the crowd and asked, 
“Who touched my clothes?” 
 

His followers said, “Look at how many people are pushing against you!  And you ask, ‘Who 
touched me?’” 

 
But Jesus continued looking around to see who had touched him.  The woman, knowing that 
she was healed, came and fell at Jesus’ feet.  Shaking with fear, she told him the whole truth. 

Jesus said to her, “Dear woman, you are made well because you believed.  Go in peace; be 
healed of your disease.” 

 
While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of the synagogue leader. 
They said, “Your daughter is dead.  There is no need to bother the teacher anymore.” 

 
But Jesus paid no attention to what they said.  He told the synagogue leader, “Don’t be 

afraid; just believe.” 
 
Jesus let only Peter, James, and John the brother of James go with him.  When they came to 

the house of the synagogue leader, Jesus found many people there making lots of noise and 
crying loudly.  Jesus entered the house and said to them, “Why are you crying and making so 

much noise?  The child is not dead, only asleep.”  But they laughed at him.  So, after 
throwing them out of the house,  Jesus took the child’s father and mother and his three 
followers into the room where the child was.  Taking hold of the girl’s hand, he said to her, 

“Talitha, koum!”  (This means, “Young girl, I tell you to stand up!”)  At once the girl stood 
right up and began walking.  (She was twelve years old.)  Everyone was completely amazed. 

Jesus gave them strict orders not to tell people about this.  Then he told them to give the girl 
something to eat. 
Amen.  Thanks be to God 

 
Hymn Trust and Obey 

 
Message: 
Today we have a great story, a human story, with which we can all identify.  It has drama, 

and suspense, because Mark, as he often does, breaks off at the exciting moment of one 
story to tell us a different story.   

 
It tells us a lot about people.  About Jairus; about the unnamed woman; about Jesus; about 

the disciples, and about ourselves.  It shows us different attitudes and contrasting 
personalities, and it points out underlying truths that apply to them all, and to us. 
 

Jairus was a very important man: one of the leaders of the synagogue.  He came because he 
had heard rumours about Jesus and his powers, but he must also have held some of the 

prejudice of the religious establishment against Jesus, this upstart who so often showed them 
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up in a bad light.  Now all his preconceptions and prejudices are swept aside in his concern 

for his dying child.  This man is desperate. 
 
The unnamed woman is desperate too.  She has one of these unmentionable conditions that 

not only causes her pain, and inconvenience and embarrassment, but also makes her ritually 
unclean – an outcast - a consideration that had huge social implications for her: far worse 

than Social Distancing.  She has put up with it for twelve years: tried everything else.  This is 
her last chance. 
 

By coming publicly to Jesus, Jairus risks his reputation.  He might have sent a servant, but he 
left his dying daughter and came in person.  It must have taken courage to abandon his 

dignity, his pride, his importance, and throw himself at Jesus’ feet, but he was desperate, 
begging Jesus repeatedly to save his child. 

 
The woman is nervous, timid, perhaps afraid, embarrassed to speak about her problem.  She 
doesn’t want to interrupt Jesus.  She believes that if she touches only his clothes she will be 

made well. 
 

Two very different people, united in their need for the healing power of Jesus.  For both, a 
last resort.  United too in their faith.  No “if” you can help - rather the expectation that Jesus 
can help, and the hope that he will. 

 
Here Mark breaks off the Jairus story.  The woman touches Jesus’s clothes and knows 

immediately that she is healed.  Jesus knows that power has gone out of him. 
I have little knowledge of faith-healing, but I’m told that healers feel tired afterwards. 
Jesus knows that power has gone out of him: the cost of healing.  Nothing worthwhile comes 

without effort, for Jesus, or for us.   
 

The disciples, these ordinary down to earth people, see only the common-sense aspect.  
Among all those people, how could Jesus avoid being touched and jostled? 
 

But Jesus stops, and looks all around to see who has done it.  The woman knows that she is 
better, but what will be the reaction of this man who has brought about the cure?  Will he be 

angry?  After all, she is ritually unclean.  What about the crowd?  Shaking with fear, she 
kneels in front of Jesus, and tells him the whole story. 
 

We all sometimes have to cope with conflicting demands on our time and our abilities.  It can 
be very hard to weigh up the priorities.  We might imagine Jesus saying, “Hang on a peedie 

blink, I’m rushing off to a dying child and I’ll be back.”  The child is dying; the woman has 
been ill for twelve years.  But Jesus’s priorities - God’s priorities - are different from ours. 
 

Jesus takes the time to reach out in love: 
“Daughter”, he says, “Your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your 

disease”. 
 
All this time, Jairus must have been desperate with impatience.  When you are in a hurry, 

with an urgent reason for your haste, the least delay seems like an eternity.  We may well 
sympathise with Jairus.  But we can’t force God to act at our pace or according to our 

timescale.  I read somewhere that African slaves in 19th century America sang, 
"God may not come when you call him, but he'll be there right on time!" 

 
Jesus has time for all, no matter how we approach him: whether we approach him openly, 
confidently, or timidly and apprehensively creeping up behind him to touch the hem of his 

garment.  Whenever, and however, we come to Jesus, we must allow him to respond in his 
own way. 
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Jesus is there for us in the urgent crying need that is known to everybody, and he is there for 

us in our secret personal things as well. 
 
We can feel Jairus’s despair when the people came from his house and tell him, “Your 

daughter’s dead: don’t bother the teacher any longer.” 
 

Jesus’s reassurance: “Do not fear, only believe” are words that we would do well to carry in 
our own minds in all situations. 
 

See the contrast between the unrestrained distress of the mourners and the calm serenity of 
Jesus, and his assurance in the face of their ridicule when he tells them that the child is not 

dead.  The difference lies in Jesus’s perfect confidence and trust in God.  The worst human 
tragedy can be faced if we can meet it with God.  We can only imagine how the laughter 

stopped, and turned to amazement when the girl was restored to her father and to them. 
 
There’s an interesting little detail in Mark’s story that I think is very significant.  The Gospel 

was written in Greek, the Lingua Franca, the working language.  Everybody spoke it.  Yet the 
Aramaic words that Jesus used to that young girl are quoted in the midst of the Greek, and 

have come down to us.  Why?  Mark got his information from Peter, who was there to witness 
this incident.  We can readily imagine Peter, years after, telling and retelling the story, and 
quoting Jesus’s exact words. 

 
The final word? 

 
The theme of the story is trust in Jesus, and the approachability of Jesus in response.  The 
trust of the woman who needed only to touch his clothes; the unshakeable trust of Jairus, 

who refuses to be put off by the doubters.  Whether we come openly, or secretly, Jesus is 
ready to respond in compassion and help. 

This is the Jesus who came to bring us life in all its fullness. 
 
We are reminded again of the wisdom of God: 

the God who cannot be hurried, but who works things out for the best in his own time; 
the God who understands the priorities better than we can ever imagine. 

This is the God who is all around us and within us: 
the God who holds our lives in the hollow of his hand. 
 

How can we not respond? 
Amen. Soli Deo Gloria. 

 
Hymn I am trusting you Lord Jesus 
 

Prayer for Others and Blessing 
As individuals, as families, as a church 

we reach out today for the healing grace of God, 
seeking his help where we face challenges, 
and his guidance where we have barriers to overcome. 

 
We give thanks to God for his life-changing love, 

love shown in the healing of a woman in the crowd, 
in the restoration of a beloved child, 

in care extended to those considered unclean. 
 
As we give you thanks that the healing ministry of Christ 

goes far beyond all cultural and social barriers, 
we pray for those whose illness or situation 

distances them from others, and for a cleansing of all prejudice. 
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We pray for the mentally ill, for the homeless, the refugees, 

and all on the fringes of society, that they, 
and all creation, may know his healing and accepting love. 
In his name may we all reach out to others. 

 
With regret we remember times when we have allowed prejudice 

to distance us from those we don’t easily identify with; 
times we have been quick to judge,  
failed to see those whose plight we might have taken to heart. 

May we find renewal to walk again in the ways of Christ, 
and to love and serve him through our service to other people. 

 
We pray for ourselves. 

When we feel cast down or anxious, may God help us to face our fears and uncertainties, 
renew our faith and inspire us to carry his message of hope and power to the people around 
us. 

 
In a moment of quiet we bring our own personal prayers. 

Pause 
 
Loving God, hear our prayers. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Now, stay safe in the way of Christ: 
may the peace of God be in your hearts; 
the grace of God be in your words; 

the love of God be in your hands; 
the joy of God be in your soul, 

and in the song that your life sings; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you,  
now and always.  Amen. 

 


